The melancholy terminations of those cases of compound fracture which the young practitioner has witnessed under the usual hospital treatment, naturally induce him to form the general resolution of amputating almost indiscriminately. He knows well that, whenever a case is presented to him, instant decision becomes necessary, that he has it not in his power to watch the first symptoms of approaching gangrene, and then to arrest its progress by the knife; but that, before replacing the torn integuments, or adj usting the shattered ends of the bone, he must fix, and irrevocably fix, amputate now or never.

